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INTRODUCTION 
 
StoryTents brings together a wealth of global educational resources for the creation of 
dynamic and imaginative cross-curricular activities and projects; aimed at Reception and 
Year 1 children, each StoryTent draws on storytelling as an integral form of social activity, 
raising questions, issues and ideas.  
 
Encouraging imagination, learning and knowledge about the world through literacy, 
StoryTents stimulates group discussion and interaction in a creative and tactile space. As 
a traditional shelter the tent is a perfect environment for experiencing and learning about 
cultures, music, activities and stories from around the world.  
 
Stories develop children’s understanding of literacy, of words, their sounds and their 
meanings. Oral stories use rhyme, repetition and other devices to structure the journey the 
storyteller leads us on.  
 
In the classroom through role-play and as the tellers of stories children learn how to 
organise and shape stories, to use humour, pace and language patterns, to present and 
share stories with others. As listeners children learn to participate and respond to what 
they have heard, to recall and retell. Stories give children a forum to share their 
experiences and knowledge and the opportunity to learn about others.  
 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
 
StoryTent provides a multi-sensory experience to stimulate learning, a safe space for 
children to listen to stories, feel and explore artefacts and participate in group activities. 
The tent is tactile with the potential of becoming an additional sensory room where light, 
music and action can be used to tell stories.  
 
 
EACH STORYTENT CONTAINS: 
 
• Eight illustrated side panels  
• A box of supporting resources  
• Teacher’s information pack including: 

• background information 
• how to utilise the ‘StoryTent’ as a class, year or whole school initiative 
• National Curriculum schemes of work 
• literacy hour lesson plans 
• ideas and activities 
• details of cross-curricula links 
• Instructions for putting up your tent 
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Bengal StoryTent (T00073303) Small 
 

 
 
Pupils from Marner nursery, reception, and their parents, Smithy St primary year 1 
and 2 and Olga primary school year 2 decorated the tent. They used collage of picture 
to demonstrate and tell traditional stories. 
 
The Bengal tent box contains a number of fiction and non fiction books which cover some 
history and geography of the two regions and include traditional tales. Myths and legends, 
mainly from South Asia, but also elsewhere as the links between stories around the world 
are so endlessly fascinating, even to very young audiences. 
 
The box contains a copy of extract from the beautiful Gazi scroll which is part of the of the 
British Museum’s South Asia collection. It is the gorgeous 200 year old story scroll which 
inspired the art work for the tents. 
 
Through learning about the history, architecture, art, ships, stories, wildlife and many other 
aspects of life in undivided Bengal, we hope that children will learn and understand more 
about what unites us as humans, rather than what divides us. 
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Bengal StoryTent (T00081123) Big  
 

 
 
Pupils from Smithy St primary year 6 decorated the tent. The children drew original 
design, which were expanded for the tent. They cut the fabric shapes and used fabric paint 
and paper. They used an assortment of objects to print with. 
 
The Bengal tent box contains a number of fiction and non fiction books which cover some 
history and geography of the two regions and include traditional tales. Myths and legends, 
mainly from South Asia, but also elsewhere as the links between stories around the world 
are so endlessly fascinating, even to very young audiences. 
 
The box contains a copy of extract from the beautiful Gazi scroll which is part of the of the 
British Museum’s South Asia collection. It is the gorgeous 200 year old story scroll which 
inspired the art work for the tents. 
 
Through learning about the history, architecture, art, ships, stories, wildlife and many other 
aspects of life in undivided Bengal, we hope that children will learn and understand more 
about what unites us as humans, rather than what divides us. 
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Environment StoryTent (T00036718) 
 

 
 

The theme of this tent is the environment – local and global. 
 
This tent was designed and decorated by Pupils from Manorfield School during the 
Summer term of 2003. 
 
The tent was designed as part of the work the school was doing to commemorate their 50-
year centenary which took place in July 2003. The tent featured in Manorfield’s celebration 
exhibition.  
 
A different year group from Nursery to Year 6 decorated each panel of the tent. The pupils 
have used a huge variety of materials and textures to create eight very different 
environments including a jungle with many exciting and exotic wild animals hidden in the 
plants and trees, a bustling city, a river, a park, a field full of mini beasts and many more.  
 
There are lots of creatures and objects with Velcro on the back to enable you to move 
them around the panels and use them as characters in the stories you tell in the story tent.  
Some of the detachable creatures and objects are delicate – so look after them carefully.  
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Environment StoryTent (T00036721) 
 

 
 

 
 

About your Environment StoryTent (T00036721) 
 
 
The theme of this tent is the environment. The decoration of the tent was inspired by visits 
to Mile End Park.  
 
With help from Art in the Park this tent has been decorated by children form schools close 
to Mile End park: Malmesbury Infants and Juniors, Chisenhale, Halley, Sir William 
Burrough, Central Foundation, Olga, Ben Jonson, Old Ford and Phoenix.  
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Environment StoryTent (T00036722) 
 

 
 

This tent takes you on a journey through the four seasons we see in our local environment 
through the year.  
 
Children from Old Church nursery decorated the tent during the spring term of 2003. The 
nursery were focusing on the concept of time passing in the Spring term, a journey through 
the seasons was chosen as the theme for the tent as a means of exploring changes over 
time with the children.  
 
Spring Summer Autumn Winter 
One of the 
springtime panels 
features a lily pond 
with frog, tadpoles 
and frogspawn. The 
other spring panel is 
decorated with 
spring leaves, buds 
and flowers. 

The summertime 
panels have been 
decorated in the style 
of a summer meadow 
with colourful flowers, 
butterflies, ladybirds, 
and long straight 
grasses. 

One of the autumn 
panels is decorated 
with a collage of tree 
covering with 
colourful autumn 
leaves. The second 
autumn panel 
displays a duck 
pond and some 
feathery ducks. 

The panel depicting 
winter is features a 
snowman 
surrounded by 
sparkling frosted 
snow. 

 
Old Church has decorated their tent using: glitter glue, fabric paint, 
Feathers, Buttons, pipe cleaners, felt, hessian fabric, ribbon, beads, sequins, 
netting, and fabric collage which has created a richly textured and imaginatively deigned 
piece of artwork. 
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Homes Storytent (T00036712) 
 

 
 
The theme of this tent is homes around the world. 
 
Year 1 pupils at Malmesbury Infant school decorated this tent in Spring 2002. The pupils 
used the medium of fabric collage to create their pictures of different types of homes. 
 
The pupils began by looking at and talking about pictures of different types of homes that 
people, and animals, live in around the world. They discussed the differences between 
houses in hot places and cold places and homes in the city and in the country. They then 
planned the ideas for their collages, cutting out their designs from gummed coloured paper 
and sticking them on to card. The pupils then used their paper collages as a reference for 
their fabric designs, making sure that the shapes in their fabric collages were the same as 
those in their original paper collage. When choosing the fabric for their collages they 
concentrated on choosing a mixture of shapes, textures and colours for their collages. The 
children also thought about the materials that the homes were actually made out of when 
selecting their fabric, choosing a coarse fabric for the bark of a tree, for instance. 
 
When the fabric collages were completed they were sewn on to the tent panels. 
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Homes StoryTent (T00036714) 
 

 
 
The theme of this tent is Homes around the world. 
 
Pupils from Shapla Primary School decorated this tent in spring 2002. 
The tent was decorated during an art club that took place after school. 
 
The panels of the tent were decorated on the theme of homes around the world. The 
images the pupils have created are based on different ideas of, and associations with 
homes, for people and animals.  
  
A variety of different media have been used to produce the vibrant, shimmering and richly 
textured images on the side panels of the tent, including: fabric inks, metallic paints, fabric 
collage, and sequins. 
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Homes StoryTent (T00036714) 
 

 
 
The theme of this tent is Homes around the world. 
 
Pupils from Shapla Primary School decorated this tent in spring 2002. 
The tent was decorated during an art club that took place after school. 
 
The panels of the tent were decorated on the theme of homes around the world. The 
images the pupils have created are based on different ideas of, and associations with 
homes, for people and animals.  
  
A variety of different media have been used to produce the vibrant, shimmering and richly 
textured images on the side panels of the tent, including: fabric inks, metallic paints, fabric 
collage, and sequins. 
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Homes StoryTent (T00036717) 
 

 
 
The theme of this tent is homes around the world. 
 
Children from Thomas Buxton Junior and Thomas Buxton Infant schools decorated 
this tent in Spring 2002.   
 
Thomas Buxton Infants used fabric collage to create their images of different types of 
homes. The children began by looking at and discussing different types of homes that 
people live in around the world and looking at pictures of different homes for initial 
inspiration. After deciding the picture/photograph they wanted to use as a reference they 
planned their collage using coloured sticky paper which they stuck on to card, making sure 
that they looked carefully at the shapes in the original picture from the book/photograph. 
The children then transferred their paper collages on to fabric. 
 
When choosing the fabric for their collages they concentrated on choosing a mixture of 
shapes, textures and colours. The children also thought about the materials that the 
homes were actually made out of when selecting their fabric, choosing a coarse hessian 
to represent bricks, for instance. 
 
When the fabric collages were completed they were sewn on to the tent panels. 
 
Thomas Buxton Juniors used a combination of tapestry and fabric to decorate their tent 
panels. The tapestry panels depict images of different types of homes through the ages 
and different famous homes around the world. One of the panels decorated with fabric ink 
depicts an urban environment and the other shows images of rural homes. 
 
The panels were decorated by children from a mixture of year groups across the school at 
an after-school art club. 
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Journeys StoryTent  (T00036720) 
 

 
 

The theme of this tent is journeys local and global 
 
Pupils from Hermitage and Woolmore primary schools decorated this tent during the 
Summer term of 2002. 
 
Woolmore  
The pupils from Woolmore decorated their tent panels during an after-school sewing club. 
The medium of appliqué was used to create their fabric images of journeys. The pupils 
began by looking at books about journeys to different countries and different forms of 
transport to provide them with initial inspiration for their designs. They then sketched out 
their ideas for their designs on paper and used these as the templates for cutting out their 
designs in fabric.  
 
When choosing the fabric for their designs the pupils concentrated on selecting a mixture 
of texture and colours in order to create an image that was tactile and visually interesting. 
While sewing their appliqué designs on to the backing fabric the children experimented 
with a number of different stitches to see which was the most effective. When the appliqué 
images were completed they were sewn on to the tent panels. 
 
Hermitage  
Pupils from Hermitage school have used fabric paint, fabric collage, wool and appliqué to 
create their images of journeys to different places around the world. Using these different 
media has enabled the pupils to produce four panels which have a mixture of colours and 
textures, creating images that are tactile and vibrant.  
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Journeys StoryTent (T00036713) 
 

 
 

The theme of this tent is local and global journeys. 
 
Pupils from Wellington and St. Paul’s primary schools decorated this tent during the 
Spring and Summer terms of 2002 
. 
St. Paul’s 
The pupils have thought carefully about the media they have used to produce their panels, 
for instance by using a course material such as Hessian (type of fabric) for the wooden hull 
of a ship. They have also used tapestry to create images of the different building you can 
see in Tower Hamlets from the window of a plane flying over the borough. Ribbon, wax 
crayon, felt and a mixture of patterned fabrics have also been used on the panels, creating 
colourful and tactile images. 
 
Wellington 
The images on the panels decorated by pupils from Wellington school include: -    Local 
journeys - a school trip to the London Aquarium which features photos of the journey and 
the route of the Thames through Tower Hamlets out to Dome.  
- Time machine journeys in to the past and into the future 
- Journeys from stories – We’re going on a bear hunt and Where the Wild Things are 
 
The pupils have used beads, wood, netting, wool tiles, fabric, glitter, paint and pipe 
cleaners amongst other things to decorate their panels – producing vibrant, multi-sensory 
images. 
 
In the resources box you will also a find a book of pictures on the theme of journeys 
inspired by John Burningham’s Time to get out of the Bath Shirely, which the pupils from 
Wellington have produced. 
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Journeys StoryTent (T00036723) 
 

 
 

The theme of this tent is journeys.  
 
Pupils from Year 1 at Harbinger primary school decorated this tent during the Summer 
term of 2002.  
 
The pupils chose to focus on journeys under the sea. The panels of the tent have been 
decorated using fabric paint and collage. The aim was to produce designs that used 
interesting textures and colours to create a marine environment.  
 
In the resources box you will also find a selection of animals such as fish, crabs, 
octopuses, starfish and strips of seaweed all with strings attached to them.  
 
These animals can be clipped on to the hanging pegs and then tied to the centre of the 
roof inside the tent to create an atmosphere of being under the sea.  
 
The animals can also be used as characters and/or story props for a storytelling or role-
play activity. 
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Play around the World StoryTent (T00036715) 
 

 
 
The theme of this tent is play and games around the world. 
 
Pupils from Bangabandu Primary School decorated this tent during the Spring term of 
2003. 
 
They have also used tapestry to create images of the different building you can see in 
Tower Hamlets from the window of plane flying over the borough. 
 
The panels of the tent have been decorated with images of some of the different games 
people play around the world. 
 
The class worked on their design with an Artist who visited the school. 
The panels have been decorated using the technique of fabric collage. 
The pupils have used brightly coloured felt, leather, fabric, block printing and foam 
backing. The mixture of colours and textures has created a vibrant, colourful and 
atmospheric tent.  
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The Bengal Box 
 

 
 

In autumn the British Museum inaugurated their Bengal season. Voices of Bengal, an 
internationally significant cultural event with many potential connections for Tower Hamlets 
students and their families. The following year saw the anniversaries of three dates of 
three dates of huge significance in the history of South Asia and of Britain – 1757, 1857 
and 1947 
 
The Bengal box explores some of the links between Bengal, the British Empire and Tower 
Hamlets through providing a collection of objects and documents as a stimulus for 
questions, research and learning. 
 
The box is not a definite collection of material and can be added to as people find 
interesting and useful addition. We would also like to make a collection of students work 
and we have included the first piece of such research in a folder. 
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Waste Tepee (T00082271) 
 

 
 
The waste and recycling Tepee has been made entirely from reused and natural materials. 
The covering and decoration are made from re-used materials from Hackney Scrap 
project. 
 
Year two pupils from Mayflower Primary School in Tower Hamlets decorated the tepee. 
The tepee is decorated with images of trees and people. This combination of image 
represents the need for more symbiotic and sustainable relationship between humans and 
the natural environment. 
 
The Waste and Recycling tepee was developed a part of a project to support young 
peoples learning about waste and recycling. Our tepee is approximately 2 metres high and 
1.6 metres in diameter. 
 
The waste and recycling tepee was made as a part of a project to help young people learn 
about more about Waste and Recycling. Schools in Tower Hamlets can borrow the tepee. 
It comes with a teachers pack with suggested activities (included in this pack) and a box of 
books about waste and recycling. s 
 


