


Swamplandia!
Karen Russell
Vintage 

The Swamplandia theme park is 
suddenly experiencing setbacks, and 
is descending into chaos. Can 13-year- 
old Ava rescue the park’s fortunes with 
an improbable journey through the 
mangrove swamps? A spellbinding 
odyssey to the Underworld!

Secrets of the Henna Girl
Sufi a Ahmed
Puffi n

Zeba’s world is shattered when, on 
a family holiday to Pakistan, she 
discovers the real reason for the 
journey is to arrange her marriage 
to her cousin. Aghast at her parents’ 
seeming betrayal, she must rely on 
her own resources to escape this fate.

Poppy’s Hero
Rachel Billington
Frances Lincoln
Poppy’s world is turned upside-down 
when her wonderful father is sent to 
prison. She is angry and convinced of 
his innocence. However, the passage 
of time prompts questions and doubts 
in this thought-provoking exploration 
of a young teen’s emotions.

Earthfall
Mark Walden
Bloomsbury

Sam watches as the seemingly 
hypnotised people of London stream 
past, walking silently towards the 
enormous air ships which emit a 
persistent noise. Only Sam seems 
immune to the signal...



In the Sea there are Crocodiles
Fabio Geda
David Fickling

Before putting him to bed, Enaiatollah’s 
mother tells him three things: don’t use 
drugs, don’t use weapons, don’t steal. The 
next day he wakes up to fi nd she isn’t there. 
Based on a true story, this tells of 
Enaiatollah’s remarkable fi ve-year 
journey from Afghanistan to Italy.

15 Days Without a Head
Dave Cousins
Oxford University Press 

When his mum disappears for a 
fortnight, 15-year old Laurence does 
all he can to keep up the pretence 
that everything is normal, but when 
he discovers what happened to his 
mother, the trouble really begins!

There is no Dog
Meg Rosoff
Penguin

Hilarious account of how the world 
would be if God were a typical 
teenage boy - lazy, self-obsessed 
and sex-mad. Bob, having created 
the world in six days, now only 
wants to meet Lucy, the most 
beautiful girl on earth...

Hero on a Bicycle
Shirley Hughes
Walker

An extraordinary story of bravery and 
courage set in wartime Florence. 
Paola and his sister Constanza fi nd a 
way to fi ght the Nazi occupation and 
help two escaped prisoners of war 
evade capture, with only a bicycle to 
help them.



At Yellow Lake
Jane McLoughlin
Frances Lincoln

Three teens from very different walks 
of life meet in a cabin on the shores 
of Yellow Lake, not realising it is the 
scene of a horrifying crime. Kyle has 
no intention of letting anyone escape. 
Can they outwit him? A strikingly 
atmospheric and tense drama.

The Prince Who Walked with Lions
Elizabeth Laird
Macmillan

The British Army is circling the 
stronghold of the King of Abyssinia. 
Under orders from Queen Victoria, its 
mission is to rescue the British Envoy 
who is held prisoner. Watching with 
terror and awe is the king’s young son, 
Alamayu. 

Wonder
R. J. Palacio
Corgi
Auggie wants to be ordinary. He feels 
ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids 
aren’t stared at wherever they go. 
Born with a terrible facial abnormality, 
Auggie has been home-schooled by 
his parents his whole life. Now, for 
the fi rst time, he’s being sent to a real 
school - and he’s dreading it. 

Split
Swati Avasthi
Knopf

16-year-old Jace is at a crossroads in 
his life. He has left his abusive father, 
and ‘relocated’ to his estranged 
brother, Christian, but he takes with 
him haunting memories of his past 
- and a terrible secret.



She Loves You, She Loves 
You Not
Julie Anne Peters
Little, Brown

Kicked out by her homophobic father, 
17-year-old Alyssa travels half-way 
across the country to small-town 
Colorado to live with the mother she 
hardly knows to try to rebuild her life 
and forge new friendships.

Ten Miles Past Normal
Frances O’Roark Dowell
Simon and Schuster

Janie craves the life of a normal 
teenager, but her life is anything but! 
A warm, quirky and humorous story 
with some memorable characters.

Call Me Drog
Sue Cowing
Usborne

It was Parker who spotted the 
puppet and took it home. Then he 
put it on his hand, and nothing has 
been ordinary since. Because the 
puppet can talk, and he refuses to 
let go of Parker’s hand. 

This Is Not Forgiveness
Celia Rees
Bloomsbury

Jamie is besotted by stunning Caro, but 
all his friends warn him that she is bad 
news. In the background there is Rob, 
Jamie’s older brother, traumatised 
from the war in Afghanistan. Over 
a summer their lives entwine with 
results that end in tragedy.



All Fall Down
Sally Nicholls
Scholastic

A moving account of how Isabel 
and her family struggle to survive 
as the Black Death ravages 
Europe in 1349.

One Crazy Summer
Rita Williams-Garcia
HarperCollins

In the turbulence of 1960s America, 
three close sisters fl y across the country 
to spend the summer with the mother 
who abandoned them years ago. They 
soon fi nd their summer is going to be 
somewhat different to the Disney theme 
park adventure they had in mind.

Dear Dylan
Siobhan Curham
Egmont

An unlikely friendship develops as 
Georgie’s problems and thoughts 
about life are laid bare in this 
tender and ‘cool’ story told entirely 
through emails.

In Darkness
Nick Lake
Bloomsbury

A challenging and stark novel for 
older teens set in the immediate 
aftermath of the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake, with a troubled, gang-
member teen trapped under the 
ruins of a collapsed building.



Code Name Verity
Elizabeth Wein
Egmont

Two young women, one a pilot, the 
other a special operations executive, 
become unlikely best friends during 
WWII, until one is captured by the 
Gestapo. Everything they’ve ever 
believed in is put to the test…

Grymm
Keith Austin
Red Fox

A brilliantly dark and creepy horror 
story set in the strange town of 
Grymm. Wonderfully entertaining 
and imaginative, with a fascinating 
cast of weird characters.

Black Sheep
Na’ima B. Robert
Frances Lincoln 
Dwayne, 16, meets high-fl ying, uni-
bound Misha, and sparks fl y. To Misha 
it feels like true love, but her mum is 
adamant that Dwayne is bad news and 
forbids her to see him. When Misha 
decides to follow her heart, the web of 
secrets and lies begins to tighten...

Putting Makeup on the Fat 
Boy
Bil Wright
Simon and Schuster

Carlos knows he is the best 
candidate for the job as make-up 
consultant at the local department 
store - but how can he prove it?



Why We Broke Up
Daniel Handler
Egmont

Inside the box is why Min and 
Ed are breaking up. Every item 
collected over the course of a giddy, 
intimate, heartbreaking relationship. 
Item after item is illustrated and 
accounted for, and then the box, like 
a girlfriend, will be dumped.

Itch
Simon Mayo
Corgi

A science-mad 14-year-old discovers 
a new element. However, other 
unscrupulous characters realise the 
value of this ‘fi nd’, and the rollercoaster 
fun and adventure begins.

Dive Bombinng
Bernard Ashley
Orchard

A gripping thriller as 15-year-old 
Charlie Peat struggles to retain 
normality with his mother in a care 
home and his guitarist father playing 
abroad in a dangerous country, 
where terrorism is a constant 
threat.

The True Tale of the Monster 
Billy Dean Telt by Hisself
David Almond
Penguin

Billy Dean is the child of an illicit 
relationship between a priest and 
a young hairdresser. but his birth 
can’t be made public, and he 
spends his chidhood in a single 
room, dreaming of other worlds.



Department 19Department 19
Will HillWill Hill
HarperCollinsHarperCollins

When Jamie Carpenter’s mother is When Jamie Carpenter’s mother is 
kidnapped by strange creatures, he fi nds kidnapped by strange creatures, he fi nds 
himself dragged into Department 19, himself dragged into Department 19, 
the government’s most secret agency. the government’s most secret agency. 
Fortunately for Jamie, Department 19 Fortunately for Jamie, Department 19 
can provide the tools he needs to kill can provide the tools he needs to kill 
the vampires who want him dead.the vampires who want him dead.

VIII
H.M. Castor
Templar
Hal is a young, handsome and gifted 
warrior, who believes he has been divinely 
chosen to lead his people. But throughout 
his life, he is haunted by a ghostly 
apparition, and, once he rises to power, 
he turns to murder and rapacious cruelty. 
This is the untold story of Henry VIII.

The Flask
Nicky Singer
Collins

When Jess’s twin brothers are 
born critically ill, Jess becomes 
convinced that the magical 
beautiful glass fl ask that she fi nds 
hidden in a desk can keep them 
alive.

Om Shanti Babe
Helen Limon
Frances Lincoln

Cassia can’t wait for her fi rst visit 
to India - Bollywood glamour, new 
friends to admire her uber-cool 
street-dance moves…. But as she 
steps into real Indian life, NOTHING 
is as she expected. 



Hollow Pike
James Dawson
Indigo

Escaping bullying at her former 
school, Lis moves to the rather 
eerie Hollow Pike to start afresh. 
However, recurring nightmares, 
the local legends of witchcraft, and 
a schoolgirl’s death unsettle her in 
this dark mystery.

Forget Me Never
Gina Blaxill
Macmillan

Minutes after Sophie visits her 
cousin Dani, Dani is dead. The police 
dismiss her death as suicide, but 
when Sophie fi nds an incriminating 
memory stick she fi nds out that Dani 
was involved with something very 
dark and very dangerous...

Dead to You
Lisa McMann
Simon Pulse

A heart-wrenching psychological 
thriller, with 16-year-old Ethan trying 
to settle back into the family he was 
abducted from nine years earlier. 
However, family tensions erupt and 
everything is not what it seems in this 
compelling, but often raw, story.

My Brother Simple
Marie-Aude Murail
Bloomsbury

Kleber can’t bear to see his older 
brother, nicknamed Simple, in 
a care home, so he must fi nd a 
place for them to live in the city. 
His fl atmates react in very different 
ways, but it is clear that Simple will 
change their lives forever.



The Weight of Water
Sarah Crossan
Bloomsbury

A powerfully moving coming-of-age 
story, written entirely in verse, of 
Kasienka undertaking the journey 
from Poland to England, in the 
hope of fi nding her father.

Stay
Deb Caletti
Simon Pulse

A thought-provoking and dark 
romance novel that deals with the 
nature and boundaries of friendship. 
Clara fl ees from an obsessive 
relationship, but how much has it 
damaged her, and will it leave any 
long-term scars?

Never Fall Down
Patricia McCormick
Doubleday

The gripping but harrowing story of 
a young boy, Arn, who is separated 
from his family during the Khmer 
Rouge take-over of Cambodia, 
and who is forced to live by his wits 
to survive the pain, suffering and 
killings all around him.

The House of Silk
Anthony Horowitz
Orion

1890 and Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson fi nd themselves drawn into 
a series of puzzling and sinister 
events, stretching from the gas-lit 
streets of London to the teeming 
criminal underworld of Boston and 
the mysterious ‘House of Silk’



40 of the best books to 
borrow from your school 

library or any of the Tower 

Hamlets public libraries 

or Idea Stores

Books selected by 

Schools Library Service 

librarians, secondary 

school librarians and 

pupils.

THe List 2013 posters 

and booklet based on a 

design by Shahi Ibtesam, 

Sir John Cass Foundation 

and Redcoat Secondary 

School


