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Millard, Glenda
A Small Free Kiss in the Dark
Not many people visit funfairs that 
don’t work, especially when there’s 
a war going on. Those that do will 
find that the fragile sanctuary can 
only last so long.

Horniman, Joanne
About a Girl 
Anna is lonely, depressed and 
feels “like a freak” for being gay.  
She is convinced that no one will 
ever love her – but then Flynn 
comes along and Anna can’t stop 
thinking and obsessing about her.

Revis, Beth
Across the Universe 

Amy has joined her parents in 
a deep sleep leaving Earth for 
a distant world. Elder is being 
groomed as the future leader of 
the ship ‘Godspeed’. Two separate 
lives are brought together by an 
attempt on the lives of the people 
frozen aboard.

Matson, Morgan
Amy & Roger’s Epic Detour

After her father’s death, Amy has to 
get the car from California to their 
new home in Connecticut.  Joining 
Amy on the road trip is Roger, the 
son of Amy’s mother’s old friend. 
Amy hasn’t seen him in years, 
and she is less than thrilled to be 
driving across the country with a 
guy she barely knows.



Gibbons, Alan
An Act of Love  
Riots, war, 9/11 - world events have 
ended Chris and Imran’s childhood 
friendship. Now a bomb is going 
to go off which will put an end to 
everything.

Earle, Phil
Being Billy  
Eight years in a care home, and a 
mother who signed his adoption 
papers – no wonder Billy is angry.  
And as for the care worker – it’s 
only his job.  After work he goes 
home to his proper family – what 
does he care?  His little brother and 
sister are the only ones that keep 
him sane, and even they are going 
to be taken away from him….. 

Sharif, Medeia
Bestest. Ramadan. Ever.   
Almira wants to be a good 
Muslim and wants her strict 
grandfather’s approval - but she 
also wants the gorgeous Peter’s 
attention...How can Almira ever 
figure out how to be both Muslim 
and American?

Sepetys, Ruta
Between Shades of Gray  
One night in 1941 fifteen-year-
old Lina, her mother and young 
brother are hauled from their home 
in Lithuania by Soviet guards, 
thrown into cattle cars and sent 
away. They are being deported to 
Siberia.



McCafferty, Megan
Bumped
When a virus renders everyone 
over the age of eighteen infertile, 
teenagers become the most 
important thing on a planet as they 
compete to breed for adults with 
the money to pay - unless religious 
morality enters the equation. 

Johnson, Catherine
Brave New Girl
Why is it that every idea Seren has 
for doing good and helping people 
always goes wrong? Perhaps 
this film competition entry is the 
answer…

Riordan, James
Blood Runner  
A story inspired by Josiah Thugwane 
who, at Atlanta in 1996, became 
the first black South African to win 
an Olympic gold medal. Sam sees 
his parents and sister killed by 
the police in a bloody massacre, 
but chooses a different way to 
retaliate.

Blackman, Malorie
Boys Don’t Cry   
Dante is left holding the baby 
- literally, when Melanie, with 
whom he had the briefest of flings, 
decides she can no longer cope. 
Explaining to his girlfriend, helping 
his gay brother deal with his 
homophobic friends and surviving 
the death of their mother are other 
problems Dante has to face.



Hoffman, Mary
David
Eighteen-year-old Gabriele 
becomes Michelangelo’s model 
for his famous Renaissance 
masterpiece and finds himself 
drawn into a world of spies, 
politicking, sabotage and murder 
in 15th Century Florence.

LaFleur, Suzanne M.
Eight Keys
Eight keys, each unlocking a room 
where Elise - bereaved, bullied 
and lonely - finds advice to help 
her cope with the changes in her 
life and take a chance on the 
future.

Lewis, Ali
Everybody Jam 

No-one ever talks about how Jonny 
died – real men are supposed to 
just get on with life.  At the annual 
cattle muster, Danny wants to 
prove he can fill his brother’s shoes.  
Disaster is looming.  Enter the 
Pommie, an English backpacker 
who thinks she can help, but she 
has no idea what is going on...

Simons, D.M.
Keep Her Safe 
Nikki, Nathan and Lyle, camping 
on the island of Skye, discover 
a strange, clothed, aggressive 
creature, the result of an illegal 
experiment. Their decision to help 
her puts them in grave danger as 
she is being pursued by a ruthless 
hit-man, hired by her evil creators 
to capture her dead or alive.



Bedford, Martyn
Flip 
It’s difficult enough being a 
teenager without waking up in 
someone else’s body in the wrong 
bedroom in the wrong part of the 
country. Now he’s Flip, faced with 
a new family, new friends and a 
new face staring back at him from 
the mirror.

Ryan, Amy Kathleen
Glow 
Kieran and Waverley, born in 
space, are now a perfect couple, 
they are the pride and joy of the 
whole of the spaceship Empyrean. 
Suddenly, their sister ship New 
Horizon, is looming and they want 
all the female children... 

Carter, Ally
Heist Society  
Kat’s life has revolved around 
organised crime since she was 
three years old. Now she wants 
out, but it’s never that easy to 
leave it all behind...

Robert, Na’ima B
Far From Home 

Tariro and Katie are two very 
different girls both living in 
Zimbabwe a generation apart. 
Tariro lives through the colonial 
era and the oppression that 
brought, and Katie, child of a white 
settler, through independence and 
oppression of a different sort.



Burgess, Melvin
Kill All Enemies  
Billie has to look after the family 
as her alcoholic mum is incapable. 
She’s not as “hard” as the kids at 
school like to think, but getting into 
a fight gets her sent to the PRU 
– where she teams up with Rob – 
being beaten at home by his step-
dad and Chris – grammar school 
and privileged, but no-one has 
realised he has dyslexia.

Rai, Bali
Killing Honour   
Jas disappears soon after her 
arranged marriage into the Atwal 
family. Her new husband says she 
ran off with another man, but Jas’s 
brother doesn’t believe him.

Barraclough, Lindsey
Long Lankin   
“The doors were all bolted and the 
windows all pinned, Except one 
little window where Long Lankin 
crept in.” In a story of murder and 
revenge, Cora and her sister Mimi’s 
arrival in the village of Bryers 
Guerdon awakes an ancient evil. 

Eastham, Ruth
The Memory Cage  
Brought to England by his 
grandfather, Alex escaped the war 
in Yugoslavia. Now his grandfather, 
developing Alzheimer’s Disease, 
is forgetting things and Alex is 
desperate to help him. His search 
uncovers truths for both of them that 
could lead to grief or salvation.



James, Kathryn
Mist
Don’t go into the wood after dark 
-  have you heard of the lost girls? 
They go into the woods and never 
come back… Can Nell save her 
spoilt birthday girl sister, Gwen, 
from the curse of the Elven?

Ness, Patrick
A Monster Calls 
Conor‘s mother is nearing the end 
of her fight with cancer and Conor 
is having nightmares. But then a 
monster comes a-calling, in the 
shape of a yew tree - symbolic of 
everlasting life and healing, but this 
particular specimen doesn’t seem 
very friendly. And it wants the most 
dangerous thing of all from Conor. 
It wants the truth. 

Mackintosh, Samantha
Lula does the Hula 

Lula Bird, after waiting 16 whole 
years, has finally been kissed. She 
has an actual boyfriend. But in a 
few days she has to dance the hula, 
put a stop to some criminal activity, 
win a rowing race, and stop her 
dad embarrassing her in public. Is 
her life is jinxed for ever? 

Almond, David
My Name is Mina  
“My name is Mina and I love the 
night. Anything seems possible 
in the night....” so begins Mina’s 
diary in this prequel to “Skellig”



Grindley, Sally
My Name is Rose   
Rose can’t bring herself to speak 
after the accident that killed her 
parents – and so she finds herself 
whisked off to live in England 
with no way of letting her Roma 
extended family in Romania know 
where she is.

Pitcher, Annabel
My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece   
Jamie’s family were devastated 
when one of his twin sisters was 
blown up by a terrorist bomb. Five 
years on it is worse than ever, dad 
drinks, mum’s gone and Jamie’s 
left with questions that he must 
answer for himself. 

Benjamin, Floella
Sea of Tears   
Jasmine is appalled when her 
parents announce that the family 
is moving back to Barbados. She’s 
a south London girl and proud of it 
and determined to find a way back 
to the life and friends she had to 
leave behind - but is setting out to 
sea in a stolen boat the answer?

Griffin, Paul
The Orange Houses  
Mik, hearing impaired and 
preferring to block out the world, 
Fatima, refugee and illegal 
immigrant and Jimmi, eighteen 
and already an embittered war 
veteran - three friends in New 
York where compassion and 
understanding are sometimes in 
short supply.



Curtis, Vanessa
The Taming Of Lilah May  
Lilah May’s anger is going to get 
her excluded from school. Her 
parents don’t know what to do and 
her best friend Bindi is running 
out of ideas. No-one realises 
that Lilah blames herself for the 
disappearance two years ago of 
her beloved brother Jay.

Collins, B R
Tyme’s End  
Bibi loves hanging out at Tyme’s 
End, the old deserted house - it 
gets her away from her adoptive 
parents and from a world that 
doesn’t understand her. But when 
the owner appears the chemistry 
changes, something supernatural 
is unleashed and terror ensues…

Clarke, Cat
Torn   
Stuck together in a cabin in the 
Scottish wilderness, tension starts 
to build between four friends with 
life-changing results. Part murder-
mystery, part psychological thriller, 
this is a coming-of-age story with a 
difference.

Northrop, Michael
Trapped   
The day the blizzard started, no-
one knew that it was going to snow 
for a week.It didn’t seem too bad 
to Scott and his friends to have to 
spend the night at school, but then 
the power goes out. The pipes 
freeze, and the roof shudders. As 
the days add up, the snow piles 
higher, and the empty halls grow 
colder...



Mulligan, Andy
Trash   
Raphael, Gardo and Rat live on 
the trash heaps of Behala hoping 
to find anything they can sell or 
recycle. They discovers a small 
leather bag containing keys and 
a wallet. It’s a bag of clues and 
hope. It’s a bag that will change 
everything. 

Rawsthorne, Paula
The Truth About Celia Frost    
Celia’s mum has brought her up 
to believe that she could bleed to 
death from the slightest cut. Celia 
thinks this is all true - it must be! 
Her mum wouldn’t have told her 
she had the illness if it wasn’t true, 
would she?

Hooper, Mary
Velvet  
Orphan Velvet leaves laundering 
clothes and enters the world of 
mediums and spiritualists in this 
Victorian adventure. Is Madame 
Savoya really talking to her dead 
father, and is George, her gentleman 
assistant really the answer to her 
dreams?

Forman, Gayle
Where She Went   
It’s been three years since Mia 
walked out of Adam’s life, leaving 
him to chase the life of a rock star. 
Now in New York City, the pair are 
re-united in a chance encounter...
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Books selected by Schools Library Services 
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