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The Boss
John & Patrice Aggs
David Fickling Books

Boss is the smartest 
kid in school - never 
outsmarted or outwitted. 
Now he’s got his class 
organised into a crime 
fi ghting unit on a school 
trip when they discover 
criminals are planning 
a theft from the castle 
museum in this exciting 
graphic novel

Letters from an Alien 
Schoolboy : Galactic 
Poodle
Ros Asquith
Piccadilly

Flowkee, the alien disguised 
as a schoolboy, has to save 
Earth for a third time from 
Keith, King of the Threggs. 
What is the Evil Thing 
called Mandy? What is the 
signifi cance of the Galactic 
Poodle? Read, and fi nd 
out.

The Haunting of 
Charity Delafi eld
Ian Beck
Corgi

Flame-haired Charity 
Delafi eld has grown up in a 
vast, isolated house - most 
of which she is forbidden to 
explore - by her strict, cold 
father. With only her kindly 
nurse, Rose, and her cat 
Mr Tompkins for company, 
she knows very little of the 
outside world - or of her own 
family’s shadowy past. 

The Unforgotten Coat
Frank Cottrell Boyce
Walker

Chingis and his brother, refugees 
from Mongolia, are determined 
to fi t in with their Liverpool 
schoolmates. They bring so 
much of Mongolia to Bootle that 
their new friend & guide, Julie, 
is hard-pressed to know truth 
from fantasy as she recollects 
a friendship that was abruptly 
ended when Chingis and his 
family were forced to return to 
Mongolia.

The Mystery of Wickworth 
Manor
Elen Caldecott
Bloomsbury 

Paige and Curtis have nothing 
in common except that their 
surnames begin with ‘O’, so 
they’re stuck with each other on 
their school trip to Wickworth 
Manor, but when a portrait of 
a young black servant and a 
200-year-old letters are found 
hidden away, there is a mystery 
begging to be solved.

The Terrible Thing that 
Happened to Barnaby Brocket
John Boyne
Random House

From the moment Barnaby 
Brocket comes into the 
world, it’s clear he’s 
anything but ordinary. 
To his parents’ horror, 
Barnaby defi es the laws of 
gravity - and fl oats. So his 
parents let him fl oat away 
and get on with his own 
adventures...

Ash Mistry and the 
Savage Fortress
Sarwat Chadda
HarperCollins

Ash Mistry hates India, 
which is a problem since 
his uncle has brought him 
and his annoying younger 
sister Lucky there to take 
up a dream job with the 
mysterious Lord Savage. But 
Ash immediately suspects 
something is very wrong with 
the eccentric millionaire. 

The Wolf Princess
Cathryn Constable
Chicken House

Alone in the world, Sophie 
dreams of being someone 
special, but she could never 
have imagined this. On a school 
trip to Russia, Sophie and her 
two friends fi nd themselves 
on the wrong train. They 
are rescued by the beautiful 
Princess Anna Volkonskaya, 
who takes them to her winter 
palace and mesmerises them 
with stories of lost diamonds 
and a tragic past.
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Rubbish Town Hero
Nicola Davies
Corgi 

Chipo and his little sister 
spend their days scouring 
Papa Fudu’s dumpsite for 
valuables to sell. When 
they fi nd something that 
Papa Fudu wants for 
himself they realise it’s time 
to leave and fi nd a new 
home for themselves...

A Greyhound of a Girl
Roddy Doyle
Marion Lloyd

At times moving, and often 
funny, this story spans four 
generations of an Irish family. 12-
year-old Mary’s grandmother is 
near death, with Mary feeling 
utterly distraught, when her 
great-grandmother appears as 
a ghost and takes the family on 
a ‘road-trip’ to the past, putting 
some meaning and happiness 
back into their lives.

Mockingbird
Kathryn Erskine
Usborne

11-year-old Caitlin has 
Asperger’s syndrome, and 
has always had her older 
brother, Devon, to explain 
the confusing things 
around her. Following his 
death she fi nds the world a 
confusing place of colours 
and emotions that she can’t 
understand.

Operation Bunny
Sally Gardner
Orion

A few weeks old, Emily 
Vole is found in a hatbox 
in Stansted Airport. Years 
later her neighbour dies 
and leaves her a shop, 
a cat, a bunch of keys, a 
fairy detective agency and 
her fi rst mystery...

After
Morris Gleitzman
Penguin

“You know how, when 
there’s a war, you hide in 
a hole for two years so the 
Nazis won’t fi nd you?” Felix 
has lost his parents and 
his best friend. Now he’s 
13 and all he wants to do 
is to escape to the forest, 
fi nd a new family, and see 
the Nazis defeated.

The Snow Merchant
Sam Gayton
Andersen Press

The ingredients for snow 
include one hundred years 
of silence, seven drops 
of ether, six dice (rolled 
six times) and a teaspoon 
of salt. The strange man 
that arrives with this even 
stranger invention changes 
Lettie’s life, and the world, 
forever.

For the Record
Ellie Irving
Corgi

How fast can you fry an egg 
while riding a unicycle? And 
just how many T-shirts can 
a cat wear? These are just 
two of the records being 
attempted as the gifted, 
but rather awkward, Luke 
decides to put his village 
on the map to save it from 
being bulldozed for a giant 
waste incinerator.

Fizzlebert Stump: the 
boy who ran away from 
the circus (and joined 
the library)
A. F. Harrold
Bloomsbury

Fizzlebert lives with a 
travelling circus, and gets to 
do some amazing things with 
some outlandish characters. 
But, as the only kid in the 
travelling troupe, he gets 
bored with circus life, and 
heads to a library. Can life 
really get any more exciting 
or dangerous there?
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The Wish-Bringer
Geraldine McCaughrean
Phoenix Yard

In the second book of the 
trilogy, the ‘Little Monk’, 
who brings both good and 
bad luck, is begrudgingly 
transformed into the Wish-
Bringer. Encouraged by 
mysterious Napolina, only 
when she isn’t looking too 
closely does he return to 
mischief-making.

The Sultan’s Tigers
Josh Lacey
Andersen Press

Tom Trelawney discovers 
an incredible family secret. 
While serving as a soldier 
in India one of his ancestors 
stole and then hid a 
precious, jewel-encrusted 
tiger. The tiger is one of 
eight, all identical, that once 
surrounded the throne of a 
legendary sultan. Now a 
ruthless Indian billionaire is 
trying to collect the full set.

The Hex Factor
Harriet Goodwin
Stripes

Xanthe is being set up at 
school, probably by her old 
enemy, Kelly. Everything 
around her seems to be 
falling apart as she nears 
her thirteenth birthday. 
Desperate, she turns to her 
great-grandmother for help 
but she’s unprepared for 
what happens next...

The World of Norm : 
may produce gas
Jonathan Meres
Orchard

It’s going to be one of 
those days - Norm’s just 
been blamed for global 
warming. The world 
seems to have gone mad 
- a gas-obsessed dad, a 
hormonal friend, and a 
brother who needs some 
deodorant.

Little Manfred
Michael Morpurgo
HarperCollins

When the Bismarck sinks, one 
of the only German survivors 
is taken on board a British ship 
as a prisoner of war. Sent to 
live with a host family, Walter 
must adapt to a new way of 
life. He fi nds a friend in 10-
year-old Grace and when he 
goes back to Germany, Walter 
leaves her a carved wooden 
dog to remember him by.

Neville No-Phone
Anna Bradford
Walker

Neville is the only kid in 
his whole class without 
a mobile phone. Or so 
he tells his parents. 
When it’s clear that 
Neville’s parents can’t 
be persuaded to get him 
a phone, Neville enlists 
the help of his mate, 
Enzo.

The Whiz Pop 
Chocolate Shop
Kate Saunders
Marion Lloyd

Who would have thought 
that the terrifying power 
of magic chocolate could 
destroy the world? Not Oz 
and Lily’s family when they 
inherit a strange magic 
house and mysterious 
shop in London.

Walter Tull Scrapbook:
star footballer and war hero
Michaela Morgan
Frances Lincoln

The biography of the 
grandson of a slave raised 
in an orphanage, Walter 
Tull grew up to be one of 
Tottenham Hotspur’s star 
players before serving as 
the fi rst black offi cer in the 
British Army.
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The Vampire Fighters
Pete Johnson
Yearling

When you’re half-
vampire ‘normal’ is 
something that you can 
forget about. Especially 
when that thing with the 
blood-soaked hands is 
on the loose.

Will Gallows and the 
Thunder Dragon’s 
Roar
Derek Keilty
Andersen Press

Will Gallows, elfl ing sky 
cowboy, struggles against 
Thunder Dragons and elf 
braves to save his uncle, 
imprisoned for a crime 
he didn’t commit.

White Dolphin
Gill Lewis
Oxford U.P.

When they fi rst meet, 
Kara and Felix can’t 
stand each other. But on 
discovering an injured 
dolphin calf on the 
beach they know they 
must work together to 
save it.

Moon Pie
Simon Mason
David Fickling books

“Tidy the house. Make 
tea. Put my little brother 
to bed. Find out what’s 
wrong with Dad. Make us 
a family again.” In charge 
of her family, eleven-year-
old Martha’s to-do list is 
getting longer and more 
complicated. If only all 
problems could be solved 
with pie.

The Treasure House
Linda Newbery
Orion

When her mum suddenly 
disappears, Nina goes 
to live with her eccentric 
aunts who run a charity 
shop. Nina fi nds the shop 
anything but dull as she 
plays detective to fi nd her 
mother - and the secret 
she’s hiding - in this 
compelling mystery.

A Boy Arrives
Stephen Meek
Hawkwood Books

The reclusive Grimwood 
Streep hasn’t set foot outside 
his home, Dunnydark Hall, 
in years. His only company 
a butler and a bad tempered 
cook. His seclusion is broken 
by the arrival of his great 
nephew and suddenly his 
life is turned upside down by 
the steady arrival of a string 
of peculiar characters.

The Secret Hen 
House Theatre
Helen Peters
Nosy Crow

After the death of her 
mum, Hannah distracts 
herself in the theatre she 
sets up in the rickety old 
hen house on the edge of 
their farm. But when the 
farm is threatened with 
demolition, will Hannah’s 
ambitions be enough to 
save it all?

Goblins
Philip Reeve
Scholastic

Goblins love fi ghting. 
They also love stealing. 
And eating. And then 
more fi ghting. Skarper’s 
cleverer and more 
cunning than most, which 
means that he’s the one 
off on the adventure, 
despite being as far from 
heroic as it’s possible to 
be.
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Sword of Light
Katherine Roberts
Templar

King Arthur is dead, but 
his daughter, Rhianna 
Pendragon, raised in 
secret by Merlin, has a 
claim to the throne. With 
the Saxons and Arthur’s 
evil nephew, Mordred, 
running wild, Rhianna is 
Camelot’s last hope.

Monster Mountains
Marcus Sedgewick
Orion

Saving the world isn’t 
going very well for Elf Girl 
and Raven Boy. They’ve 
left Fright Forest and 
crossed a huge plain to 
the worryingly-named 
Monster Mountains, 
where they fi nd a sign 
telling them to turn back. 
Perhaps they should do 
as it says!

Kidnap in the Caribbean
Lauren St John
Orion

From rainy St Ives to 
sun-soaked Caribbean 
beaches, Laura has no 
idea that her dream holiday 
is going to take a rather 
sinister turn. From the 
moment her family boards 
the cruise ship mysteries 
pile up, along with pirates, 
volcanoes and hungry 
sharks...

“Who Could That be at 
This Hour?”
Lemony Snicket
Egmont

In a fading town, far from anyone 
he knows or trusts, a young 
Lemony Snicket begins his 
apprenticeship in an organisation 
nobody knows about. He begins 
asking questions that shouldn’t 
be on his mind. A noir-ish 
autobiography of the author of 
‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’ 
that will probably leave you with 
more questions than answers.

A Skull in Shadows Lane
Robert Swindells
Corgi

Set in a small village just after 
World War Two, this tense 
and chilling thriller unfolds 
with a group of children 
being shocked to discover 
a creepy, skeleton-like face 
at the window of a deserted 
cottage. However, someone 
else far more dangerous 
and sinister is hiding in their 
village....

Gangsta Granny
David Walliams
Collins

Ben has learnt to love 
his granny. Not because 
she’s like other grannies 
with white hair, false 
teeth, or tissues stuffed 
up her sleeves. Or even 
because she blows 
off without realising it. 
No, Ben’s granny is an 
international jewel thief!

Shrunk!
F. R. Hitchcock
Hot Key Books

Tom moves in with his 
grandmother next to the 
Bywater-by-Sea Model Village, 
he discovers a curious ability 
to shrink things. With the Earth 
slowly being drawn towards 
the Sun, and the angry (and 
miniaturised) school bully 
yelling from his pocket, Tom 
has to return Jupiter to orbit 
before asteroids pummel the 
village and the Earth and Sun 
collide.

The worst thing about 
my sister 
Jacqueline Wilson
Corgi

Marty and her sister Melissa 
couldn’t be more different. 
When Mum tells them they 
have to share a room it is a 
disaster. However, the girls 
soon discover that being too 
close for comfort can have 
unexpected consequences, 
and when an accident 
happens, the sisters realise 
they are closer than they 
thought.
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